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Operating principles 

Design 

The Humanitarian Medal will be awarded to those in public service and 
members of organisations that contribute on behalf of HM Government, 
such as charities, which respond in support of human welfare during or in 
the aftermath of a crisis - for example, in combating a life-threatening crisis; 
providing disaster relief or aid provision; whether in hazardous 
circumstances such as conflict zones or otherwise; both in the UK and 
internationally. 

 
The type of service given must focus on humanitarian crisis rather than 
more broadly humanitarian welfare (response rather than the recovery) and 
must be in line with humanitarian principles in a domestic and international 
context. With that in mind, the following types of qualifying service could be 
applied: 

Bugler
Sticky Note
There is the sweeping assumption that such 'organisations' will be fit for purpose, capable, insured, repeatedly well trained, prepared in every sense to meet every eventuality be it medical, climatic, physical, or political and above all else to be self sufficient whilst in operation though the government gives no indication that it is prepared to underwrite and support such a commitment but cynically it would recognise the 'contribution' and the international accolades it would attract.

Bugler
Sticky Note
Even though the government does not commit itself unilaterally in a humanistic gesture simply to help its 'neighbour' it then sets out the criterion it will apply even though it has yet to state that as a rule it is committed to helping?Based on actual experience what happens is that the government sits for at least 3 days gazing at its navel whilst its 'neighbours' continue to die...this duo of civil servants and government sit on their hands ,suck their teeth, looks up for inspiration and down in desperations, sigh, and decides it has to act, meanwhile the death toll climbs and the entombed remain entombed.
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Extraordinary, in response to a crisis or emergency stimulus.  

Exceptional, in the sense of infrequently-occurring. 

Planned as a response to that crisis. 

A deliberate commitment of resources. 

Focused to a defined geographic area and/or population. Time-

limited. 

 
Hard criteria 
 

• A defined start date for the service.  
• A defined end date for the service. 

• A defined geographical area. 

• A defined length of service. 

 

Levels of emergency 

The Humanitarian Medal will only be awarded to serious (level 2) or 
catastrophic (level 3) emergencies: 

Serious Emergency (Level 2) - One which has, or threatens, a wide and/or 
prolonged impact requiring sustained central government coordination and 
support from a number of departments and agencies, 
usually including the regional tier in England and where appropriate, the 
devolved administrations. The central government response to such an 
emergency would be coordinated from the  Cabinet Office Briefing Rooms 
(COBR), under the  leadership of  the  lead government department. 

Catastrophic Emergency (Level  3) - One which has an exceptionally high 
and potentially widespread impact and requires immediate central 
government direction and support. Characteristics might include a top- 
down response in circumstances where the  local response had been 
overwhelmed, or the use of emergency powers were required. 

 
Individual eligibility 

 
All qualifying service must be either: 

 

Frontline service - eligible recipients must have had direct contact with those 
whom they seek to assist, that is, the affected group or population; 

People-facing - service must focus on human welfare, a primary emphasis 

Bugler
Sticky Note
This is where immediately the government  cannot make up its mind organisationally whether it it is envisaged that it is dealing with an internal[should already be organised]  or an International disaster throwing in the catchall at the end, 'tme-limited. But gives no idea how the 'limit' is arrived at or what it might remotely be. There seems to be the growing 'rule of thumb' that it is 14 days but the reality is that the entombed regularly persist in living for 70+ days when in fact such a determination should be left to a UK Field Commander on the ground and His/Her discretion on what is a complex issue including replacing/supplementing attending crews?So what happens if a voluntary mission decides to do it own thing what then?

Bugler
Sticky Note
Who wrote this literary drivel?. What for example does a 'defined lenght of service' mean.Defined by whom on what principle?  Perhaps it means the length of service of the individual rescuer?

Bugler
Sticky Note
What or where is 'level 1'?

Bugler
Sticky Note
But this is for an internal UK disaster which should have already have been planned and exercised decades ago.

Bugler
Sticky Note
Which book has this tripe been cut and pasted from and authorised by whom?So can we get this clear all of this jumble of nonsense is to lead to the Award of a Regent's Medal for doing exactly what ? Their job?

Bugler
Sticky Note
Apparently we are back in the UK?
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on people will always be essential. Service to preserve institutions etc can 
be considered via other forms of recognition; and/or 

In direct support of the affected population - those operating with rigour to 
deliver operational effect which directly influences or impacts on the 
operational area without being subject to direct personal risk. 

 
Qualifying service should include at least one of the following: 

 

Hazardous service - Conditions which are unsafe (war zones, areas affected 
by natural disasters); insecure (threats to life, whether natural, biological or 
human); rapidly changing; or at heightened risk (from 
ongoing natural disasters, increased exposure to potential harm); 

 

Sustained service - People who gave a long-term frontline service in 
response to the emergency of which conditions were on-going rather than 
immediate; and/or 

 

Significant service - Persons who contributed in direct response to the 
emergency, assisted with the protection of lives and property and performed 
extraordinarily. This may be shorter in duration but 
characterised by a particularly serious immediate threat to life. 

 

Organisational eligibility 
Organisations eligible for the medal will have been deployed on behalf of, 
formally funded by or formally endorsed by HM Government. Organisations such 
as charities that attend an incident uninvited by HM Government will not be 
eligible. 

 
Posthumous eligibility 
The Humanitarian Medal can be awarded posthumously when one or more of 
the following applies: 

 
An individual would otherwise meet the eligibility criteria for a specific clasp, 
or; 

An individual’s death is directly attributable or as a result of their humanitarian 
service. 

 
Operating principles 

 
Operating principles are the principles on how the Humanitarian Medal can be 
used, and explain when it is appropriate to use the medal. 

 

Bugler
Sticky Note
So it is safe to assume that anyone doing their job for which they receive remuneration are going to get such a Medal are they?

Bugler
Sticky Note
Now we are back in International venues?

Bugler
Sticky Note
How can 'they' give 'frontline service' if a UK International Mission returns home?Or is this just so much more gibberish?

Bugler
Sticky Note
The scattergun approach ~ have we missed anything?But where exactly are we in the UK or International?

Bugler
Sticky Note
A Masterpiece of Ambiguity ending with a clear statement of Discrimination. But here was and remains the reality. In 1988 in the absence of any government  Leadership the then Labour Leader of the Lancashire County Fire Brigade Dame Louise Ellman CBE took the unilateral decision to help her 'neighbours' in the Soviet Union the Nation of Armenia which had suffered a catastrophic earthquake by sending a Lancashire Rescue Team under the Field Command of the Bugler to render aid against the expressed wishes of PM Thatcher who informed Dame Louise that PM Thatcher would impose a personal surcharge of £50,000 on her. The Bugler was present when that statement was made nevertheless the Mission was accomplished and PM Thatcher took the International Credit.

Bugler
Sticky Note
This cynical codicial has been inserted late because the UK Nuclear Test Guinea Pigs on Binkini Atoll Tests are to be Awarded this or another Medal for their compulsory suicide mission.

Bugler
Sticky Note
The principle being applied here is that which is used in military operations. This is quite lazy work. Because experience in man made or natural disasters precludes the attendance of assisting military personnel for obvious reasons.The Soviet Union rescue assistance to Armenia was at a special period in history but the UK military did not attend.
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Principles for qualification 
 

Within the qualifying period for an emergency, eligible individuals must have 
given the agreed minimum amount of aggregated service in the geographical 
area or in direct support of the affected population that is 
applied to that incident. Due to the nature of humanitarian aid, this may differ 
between incidents. 

• Recipients of the Humanitarian Medal must be in good standing with their 
employing/sponsoring organisation. 

In this context, good standing means that the individual must have no open 
disciplinary issues or complaints against them or any upheld disciplinary 
issues/complaints within the preceding five years. 

Personnel subject at the time of their consideration for the Humanitarian 
Medal to formal disciplinary procedures which may result in dismissal or 
requirement to resign will have their eligibility 
determined once the outcome of the proceedings is known. In the event 
of dismissal or requirement to resign, and if no appeal against that 
outcome is upheld, the individual will not receive the medal. 

In all other outcomes, the individual’s eligibility will be determined in 
accordance with the normal criteria. 

• There will be no nationality qualification for the medal. 

• Only one medal may be earned, accepted and worn by an individual. 
There will be no limit to the number of clasps which can be earned if the 
individual is eligible. 

• There will be no post nominal letters for individuals who receive this 
medal. 

• The award of the Humanitarian Medal will not be retrospective. The 5- 
year rule, which allows the case for the introduction of a new medal up to 
five years after the operation has ceased, will not apply to the initial start 
date for the Humanitarian Medal. A suitable start date will be selected, 
which is likely to be the date on which the Royal Warrant is signed by The 
Sovereign. This is the point from which operations which are live at that 
time may be considered for eligibility. For clarity, this does mean that 
personnel who served on an operation which is still live, but which 
commenced before the introduction of the Humanitarian Medal, may be 
eligible for the Humanitarian Medal with the clasp for that operation. 

 

Principles for a clasp 
If an individual is eligible for the clasp but missed out on consideration for the 
award originally, they may apply to the relevant department responsible for their 

Bugler
Sticky Note
The following sections are without doubt the most obnoxious and distasteful a receipe for Discrimination. This new Medal is to recognise human compassion, courage and fortitude beyond measure expressed in the main at a spur of the moment, and intuitive reaction to circumstance presented to a Caring Citizen who goes to the aid of another Human Being in mortal distress.It is not a character evaluation either before or after the event. It has been the Bugler's up close experience that Courage comes in all shapes and forms at any time of the Day of Night. Perhaps the Angels have a say in it who actually knows?
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workforce for up to five years following the end date of the qualifying period. 
The relevant department must ensure it is in a position to assist such late 
requests. It will be for the individual to provide evidence that they qualify for the 
medal (such as proof of employment with an organisation) and for the relevant 
department to undertake to check the necessary records to confirm eligibility 
(such as records of deployment on a particular incident). 

 
The medal may be annulled by The Sovereign on the advice of the Honours 
Forfeiture Committee, should the recipient be found to have behaved in a way 
which brings themselves and their medal into disrepute. Should a potential case 
for forfeiture occur, departments are asked to contact the Secretariat for advice 
on next steps. 
 
Design 

 
 

The medal design presents laurel wreaths symbolising victory in 
 

overcoming a crisis, interwoven with a banner proclaiming “For 
humanitarian service”. The obverse of the medal will bear the effigy of the 
Sovereign. 

 
The ribbon design reflects the different paths for humanitarian service and 

the variety of services involved in such responses. The ribbon has a central 

stripe of peace, with four narrow stripes on either side of red, light blue, 

dark blue and purple. Red represents humanitarian organisations and light 

blue the NHS. Dark blue and purple represent the other services. 

Bugler
Sticky Note
This is a wonderful opportunity for the Sovereign to express the feelings of a Nation without any oversight of any Committee to remove a Decoration which the Sovereign or his forebears has personally presented to anyone who has brought disfavour and disrepute to the Nation. Keep it simple.

Bugler
Sticky Note
It may come as somewhat of a surprise to many that the NHS is not a statutory 'emergency service' nor are the Police; but then who is... the FRS? For the NHS to attended any disaster on any International mission will require an amendment to Statute Law with its attendant political resistance because by general concensus view of the  NHS is that it is incapable of attending to UK emergencies. Why therefore is the light blue included in the ribbon design. Is this yet another cynical posture to encourage the good girls and boys of the NHS to behave themselves and not go on strike because they might get a Medal or their leaders an ennoblement?

Bugler
Sticky Note
When they can find an obverse. This is both disrespectful and more sloppy and lazy work
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