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Mrs PH 

176 W  

PR  1  

E-mail  

Tel  

Date 17/12/2024 

 

Victim Statement RE W  H  

 

My name is P  H  and my late husband W  was a retired Fire Officer with Lancashire Fire 
Service. I am writing this statement to give you an insight on what disgraceful treatment and 
intimidation we received from the Fire Service. 

My husband required an emergency operation after a serious on duty injury to have 2 discs removed 
from his back in the early 1970s. During this operation he was given 4 pints of blood which was 
contaminated with Hepatitis C which would directly lead to his death. When he was given the blood, 
it was already known that it should not have been used yet they carried on giving it which has led to 
many thousands of people dying. 

Around 1994 my husband required a hip replacement and during the initial tests before the 
operation he was diagnosed as having been given Hepatitis C during his back operation. I remember 
that day we found out about this as we were also told there was no cure so this was in effect a death 
sentence to him. I remember sitting with my husband in total shock and feeling completely numb. 
When you are given this type of news your emotions are out of control. We both cried and worried 
how to tell our children about this. 

From that day our lives changed forever and led to nearly 25 years of constant worry and pain. In the 
years that followed I had to watch my husband health fail and watch him become depressed and 
upset which I now realise was his mental health collapsing due to this situation. My husband was a 
very active man who had an incredible sense of humour however I watched all that disappear as he 
worried everyday about his health. 

Over the years as his illness got worse the pressure on me and our family became unbearable. There 
were times I felt I couldn’t carry on but knew I had to for his sake and our children’s sake.  The last 
few years were the hardest as I got older I struggled to cope as his carer. My husband suffered 
appalling pain and suffering which no one deserves especially someone who dedicated his life to 
saving others. During his last few years he was continually in and out of hospital which added even 
more stress to me. When he was in hospital I would go twice a day to sit with him and hold his hand. 
He told me how scared he was to die which just showed how ill he was as he had always been a very 
strong person and that was not like him. Until my husband’s illness got really bad he was very vocal 
in trying to get justice for his treatment which sadly he did not live long enough to see. I have spent 
many years feeling guilty about being relieved his suffering was over when he died and continue to 
have these thoughts to this day. One of the worst situations was he only got to spend 4 years seeing 
his only grandchild and she has lost the opportunity to spend time with a wonderful grandfather. 



One situation I will never get over and it still angers me to this day was the treatment he received 
from The Fire Service. My husband received a letter form The Fire Service saying he had been over 
paid on his pension by around 2,000 pounds, I believe, and it had to be paid back immediately or he 
could go to Prison. This was an outrage as all my husband ever did was put his life on the line for 
others. This behaviour was disgusting from them and added to our stress and depression. I cannot 
explain in words how this situation affected both us, I think back now and cannot imagine how we 
coped. It was bad enough for me but the pressure on my husband was destroying his health as not 
only knowing he was dying but also was worried he would be sent to Prison. There are not sufficient 
words to describe this appalling behaviour to a dying man. 

I hope this statement will help you make an informed decision and force the Fire Service to do the 
right thing for people like my husband and all their families. 

 

Your faithfully 

Mrs P H  

 

 

  



W  S  H                                                                                                          Date 18/12/2023 

28 B  R  P  PR  2  

E-mail   
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Victim Impact Statement 

Re W  H  Senior [deceased] 

 

To Whom it May Concern, 

My late father was a Firefighter for Preston Borough Fire Service and then an Officer in Lancashire 
Fire and Rescue Service. During his service my father injured his back which required surgery and a 
blood transfusion. As a direct result of this blood transfusion my father was infected with Hepatitis C 
which was the early cause of his death in May 2014. 

My father was always a very strong man both mentally and physically however due to his illness I 
watched him deteriorate until his death. At the time of his death my father only weighed around 7 
stone compared to his weight which was around 14 stone before his illness. 

My father was a very caring man who sadly died in excruciating pain due to being deliberately given 
contaminated blood. From the time in the early 1990s when he was informed he had Hepatitis C and 
there was no cure my father had a 2death sentence2 hanging over his head. Every day he had to live 
with the thought that day his illness may end his life! It affected him significantly and over time he 
became withdrawn and very insular which wasn’t his normal demeanour. 

During the later part of his life he was also told that he had been over paid regarding part of his 
pension by Lancashire County Council. He was then threatened in correspondence that until he paid 
back money he would be taken to court and sent to Prison. This was an absolute disgrace which 
almost destroyed my father and this intimidation carried on a considerable period of time which 
again had a massive affect on my father’s health and mental state.  

My father gave a large part of his life to protecting others however he never got any chance to enjoy 
his retirement and spent over 20 years worrying everyday about his health. The Fire Service were a 
contributing factor to the health deteriorating due to their bullying tactics against a seriously ill man! 

Besides the horrendous treatment my father received there is also the huge effect it had on my 
family and myself. We also lived with the fear every day could have been the last day of my father’s 
life. On a personal level the pressure I lived under was immense and has led to over the years with 
me being unable to cope with certain situations. No person should have to watch a family member 
die in such circumstances and after watching this happen to my father I have spent many years 
trying to cope with his death. I try not to think about the times I had to physically lift my father out 
his bath when he couldn’t lift himself out or having to wipe his bottom after he used the toilet.  

The direct result of his illness and his treatment by The Fire Service has affected myself and is 
something I think I will never learn to cope with fully. When I am asked to undertake something like 
this statement it brings back all the memories of the pressure and pain I suffered watching my father 



die. Through no fault of myself or my family our lives have been almost destroyed at times and I 
believe the treatment of The Fire Service played a large part in this. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

W  S  H  

 

  

 

 




